[4910-13]

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 121

[Docket No. 28154; Amendment No. ]

Emergency Exits

AGENCY: Feded Aviation Adminigration, DOT.

ACTION: Find rule; technica amendment.

SUMMARY: TheFederd Aviation Adminigration (FAA or “we’) isamending our
regulations by removing an obsolete cross reference. This change is necessary to correct an
error and will not impose any additiona burdens or restrictions on persons or organizetions
affected by these regulations.

EFFECTIVE DATE: [INSERT DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL
REGISTER]

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Miched J. Coffey, Air Carrier
Operations Branch (AFS-220), Air Trangportation Divison, Flight Standards Service, Federa
Aviaion Adminigtration, 800 Independence Avenue SW., Washington, DC 20591, Telephone
(202) 267-3750.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background



On January 26, 1996, we published afind rule that made numerous editoria and
terminology changes to the regulations governing air carriers and commercid operators (61 FR
2608). These regulations are found at 14 CFR parts 119, 121, and 135. The 1996 rule was
necessary due to an earlier find rule that updated and consolidated the regulations governing the
operations of commuter airlines. See 60 FR 65913, Dec. 20, 1995.

During the course of these two rulemakings, which involved numerous
changes, we inadvertently failed to delete a cross reference in 14 CFR 121.310(m) to
14 CFR 121.627(c), which no longer exists in our regulations. The purpose of thisactionisto
eliminate the obsolete cross reference to avoid causing any confuson anongst those whose
activities are governed by 14 CFR part 121.

This change is editoria in nature and has no substantive impact on the persons or
organizations governed by these regulations. Under the Adminisirative Procedure Act, an
agency does't have to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking when the agency for good cause
finds that notice and public procedure are “impracticable, unnecessary, or contrary to the public
interest.” See 5 U.S.C. 553(b). Because thistechnical amendment smply corrects an obsolete
cross reference, we find that publishing the change for public notice and comment is
unnecessay.

The Adminigrative Procedure Act dso states that an agency must publish a substantive
rule not less than 30 days before its effective date, except as otherwise provided by the agency
for good cause. See5 U.S.C. 553(d). Wefind that thistechnicd amendment imposes no
additiond burden or requirement on the regulated industry, and thus, is not substantive in nature.
Moreover, we find that there is good cause to make the correction effective immediately upon
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publication in the Federal Regigter. It isnot in the public interest to have an obsolete cross

referencein our regulations. Itisin the public interest to correct the error without any further
deay.

Thisregulation is editorid in nature and imposes no additiona burden on any person or
organization. Accordingly, we have determined thet the action: (1) is not a significant rule under
Executive Order 12866; and (2) is not asignificant rule under Department of Transportation
Regulatory Policy and Procedures. Also, because this regulation is editorid in nature, no impact
is expected to result, and afull regulatory evauation is not required. In addition, the FAA
certifies that the rule will not have a Sgnificant economic impact, poditive or negetive, on a
subsgtantid number of samal entities under the criteria of the Regulatory Hexibility Act.

List of Subjectsin 14 CFR Part 121

Air Carriers, Aircraft, Airmen, Avidion safety, Charter flights.

The Amendment
In congderation of the foregoing, the Federd Aviation Adminigtration amends

part 121 of title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations asfollows:

PART 121--OPERATING REQUIREMENTS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND
SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATIONS

1. The authority citation for part 121 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 40119, 44101, 44701-44702, 44705, 44709-
44711, 44713, 44716-44717, 44722, 44901, 44903-44904, 44912, 46105.
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2. Amend 8121.310 by revising paragraph (m) to read asfollows:
8121. 310 Additional emergency equipment.

(m) Except for an airplane used in operations under this part on October 16, 1987, and
having an emergency exit configuration installed and authorized for operation prior to October
16, 1987, for an arplane that is required to have more than one passenger emergency exit for
each sde of the fusdlage, no passenger emergency exit shdl be more than 60 feet from any
adjacent passenger emergency exit on the same side of the same deck of the fuselage, as

measured pardld to the airplane s longitudind axis between the nearest exit edges.

Issued in Washington, DC on

Dondd P. Byrne,
Assgant Chief Counsd, Regulaions Divison.



